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SELECTIONS. 


From the Boston Daily Times. 


THE DEATH PENALTY. 
III. 


REPEAL OF 
No. 


Te his Excellency the Governor, and the Honorable mem- 
bers of the Senute and House of Representatives of the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 


Enough has been said of the experience of 
Belgium in abandoning Death Penalties, were it 
not for an objection brought forward by M. Erust, 
Minister of Justice, in the Belgian Chambers in 
the debate of the 31st January, 1835, and after- 
wards in his official report published at Brussels 
in 1835, drawn from the results of the year 1834, 
which I have not yet given. The unsoundness 
of his objection was demonstrated in the Cham- 
bers by M. Van Brouckere, who on the 31st of 
February, revived his former motion to abolish 
the Death Penalty ; by M. Ed. Ducpetiaux, In- 
spector General of the Prisons of Belgium, in his 
work on the statistics of Capital Punishment, 
published at Brussels in 1835, by M. Lucas, in 
the Revue Etrangere, 1835, p. 271; and by M. 
Vischers, in the critical Journal of Jurisprudence, 
vol. VIII. No. 4. p. 118. 

It is also perfectly easy to refute the objection 
of M. Ernst, from the data furnished in his own 
report. 

In 1834, M. Ernst states that there were in all 
Belgium, 28 Capital convictions, of which nine 
were for murder, two for Arson, and fifteen for 
dangcrous larceny. Butin order to compare this 
year with those given in our former table, we 
must give the year as stated by Ducpetiaux, 
omitting the provinces of Limbourg and Luxem- 
bourg. It will then stand thus: condemned 23, 
for murder 7, Arson 2, dangerous larceny 12.— 
Now taking these facts without the explanations 
which we shall give directly, what do they seem 
to prove? No inference can be safely drawn 
from asingle year. If our table had stopped at 
1824, it would have shown for that year the 
largest number of convictions and condemned for 
murder since 1813, and yet the averages show 
that they were constantly decreasing. Let us 
ther takegverages for periods of five years, and 
include 1834 in the last total. The first. period 
has but four years. ‘The effect of the executions 
is to be studied. 

Number of criminals executed, whole number 
convicted of capital crimes, and whole number 
convicted of murder in Belgium, excluding Lim- 
bourg and Luxembourg, ftom 1796 to 1834 in- 
clusive, divided as nearly as may be into eight 
equal periods, with the average of each class per 
year. 
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Ayrs to 1799 166 187 103 41 34 26 
5 * 1804 353 135 150 71 47 30 
5 “ 4809 152 88 82 30 18 16 
5.“ 4814 113 71 464. 23. 14 13 
5 “ 1819 71 26 42 142 52 84 
5 © 49294 61 23 38 122 46 76 
5 * 1899 74 22 34 148 44 68 
5 “ 41834 58 0 2 116 0 4 
39 yrsto 1834 1048 602 533 269 154 137 


It appears from this table that while execu- 
tions increased murders increased. Executions 
reached their highest point in 1801 and 2, aver- 
aging for those two years 68 a year; and mur- 
ders accordingly reached their highest point one 
year later, in 1802 and 3, averaging for those 
two years 41 ayear. After executions declined, 
murders declined also, until they averaged but 
4a year, including that very year 1834 on which 
the supposed objection is grounded. Ifa dimin- 
ution in the average of murders, while there 
were no executions, to less than one tenth the av- 
erage of 1802 and 3, does not show a sufficient 
change, in only thirty-two years time, to warrant 
a favorable inference for the modern practice, 
it is difficult to imagine any facts, short of the 
cessation of crime altogether, from which such 
an inference might be drawn. Observe also the 
uniformity between the falling off in the number 
of executions, and in that of convictions for 
murder. 

After the period ending in 1799, the execu- 
tions increase 13, the convictions for murder in- 


crease 4, In all the followng periods, they de- 

crease. After 
1804, Ex. decrease, 29 Com. for mur., 14 
1809, 4 8 
1814, 8,8 4,6 
1819, 6 8 
1824, 2 8 
1829, 4,4 2,8 


This is not because the executions are always 
a certain proportion of the total convictions, or 
of those for murder, for such is not the case. In 
the first 19 years, the convictions for murder are 
599, and the executions 531. In the last 20 
years, the convictions for murder are 134, and 
the executions only 71. Of the total convicted, 
the proportion who escaped the Death Penalty 
by pardon, commutation, or otherwise, rose from 
about 17 to 100 per cent. Thus in the 


4 years ending in 1799, 17 1-2 
5 «“ 1804, 33 1-2 
5 “ 1809, 42 
5 «“ 1814, $4 
5 S 1819, 63 1-3 
5 " 1824, 62 1-3 
5 - 1829, 70 1-4 
5 “ 1934, 100 


As the sentences pronounced in contunmaciam ; 
that is to say, in the absence of the absconding 
criminal, are included in the tables given, our 
argument will not be complete unless we in- 
quire how it is affected by deducting these.— 
This is perhaps a fairer mode of comparison, as 
many of these sentences are afterwards reversed 
upon trial. 

Without giving a table for the separate years, 
it is sufficient to furnish the totals for the first 
and second periods of 19 years: 


In 19 years ending in 1814, of 784 convicts, 
22 


Were convicted tn conium, 1 
Otherwise, 662 

In 19 years ending in 1833, of 241 convicts, 
were convicted in contum, 70 
Otherwise, 171 


Substracting the convictions in contumaciam, 
we have only 10 condemned in 1832, instead of 
17, and 7 in 1833, instead of 8. 

As the extraordinary number of murders in 
1799, and in 1802—3, were preceded by years of 
cruelty in the execution of the law, so the only 
years in whieh the number condemned for mur- 
der did not exceed three, excluding those tn con- 
tumaciam, followed the years when there had 
been a remarkable mitigation in the use of the 
death penalty. 


Years. Ex. Con. for mur- Excluding 
1813 23 der. those con- 
1814 3 in contum. 
1815 3 1 
1819 9 
1820 2 
1821 4 3 
1825 5 
1826 2 
1827 4 3 
1828 11 
1829 3 
1830 0 0 0 
1831 0 2 1 
1832 0 
1833 0 2 1 


These six years, each following so remarkable 
a change from the harsher practice, have in all, 
nine condemned for murder, excluding the cases 
in contumaciam, or one and a half per annum on 
an average, instead of the forty-one per annum, 
which immediately followed the cruelty of 1801 
and 1802. 

After weighing all these facts, it may perhaps 


tion ofthe total for the year 1834, but as they 
have been made the text for many comments, it 
is as well to understand them. Of the capital 


prised in one band of robbers, organized many 
years before, deja ancienne, and tried for crimes 
committed long before. ‘These cases therefore 
have no bearing on the argument, and might 
have been fairly omitted in all the reasoning on 
this question. 

Of the seven cases included under the head of 
murder, two only are cases of actual murder, 


The other five are assaults with intent to kill, a 
capital crime by Belgian law. 

Whether capital crimes generally, have increas- 
ed in Belgium under the milder system, may be 
judged by the following table of the numbers of 
prosecutions in two periods of five years each. 


seem unnecessary to say one word in explana- | 


convictions for that year, fifteen causes are com- | 


namely, those of Thonus and Dominick Nyss.— | 


| have her perfect work.’ 








of Prison Discipline. 
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‘Let the sighing of the Prisonér come before Thee.—According to the greatness of Thy Power, preserve thou those that are appointed to die.’—Bible. 
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which told too plainly what was going on in his 
mind. I at once invited him to my home, treat- 
ed him with the utmost kindness, and helped 
mature plans for him, and spake a word for him 
to a shop, where he is still engaged to the full 
satisfaction of his employer. He is a respecta- 
ble citizen, and kind husband, and is doing as 
well as any mechanic could wish, getting the 
highest wages of any hand in the shop, [ am 
convinced that if the cold hand had been given 
him with the cold look, his pride would have 
prevented him from asking for that he most 
needed, and I believe that almost all who are 
discharged, if proper means are taken with them 
they may be reclaimed. 
Yours for the Redemption of Man, 
H. BUSH. 
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For the Prisoner’s Friend. 


QUERIES. 


Rocuester, Feb.5, 1846 


I some time since alladed to the wages of 
criminals. Now I simply wish to ask a few 
questions, and would like to see them answered. 

Ist. Who has as good a right to the proceeds 
_of or wages of the criminal as his family ? 
| 2d. Does the State wish to make paupers of 
the wife and children because the husband and 
| father commits crime ? 
| 3d. Ifnot, why would not a direct tax be the 
|best? Then the burdens would be equalized 
and not fall upon those who are already crushed 
and bleeding. 

If this subject can be got before the communi- 
'ty, Lthinkthe time not far distant when there 
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| will be an entire revolution in Prisons and State 
| Prison Monopoly, as it is called by our Mechanics, 
| will be done abe with, for when they in the 
prison are to work for their own families, the 

monopolizers of their time at low wages will:be 
_done away and shops be carried on like .other 
| manufactories. H. B. 
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| Biz your Time.—A cardinal fault with those 
_who undertake reformatory movements, is, that 
‘they will not ‘bide their time.’ They become 
'impatient with slow progress, and the long de- 
lay of success, forgetting that society retraces 
but one of its false steps at a time, and must'be 
reasoned with and persuaded at every step— 
Patience—patience, is the great virtue needed 
by all who are in advance of the age. They 
must wait till those they have left behind, cate 
up with them, nor tire waiting, ‘Let patience 
‘And patience beget- 
teth experience, and experience hope, and hope 
maketh not ashamed.’ 











Crimes. No. of Pros- No. of Pros- 
ecutions fm ecutions fm 
1826to 1830 1831 to 1834 
Murder and Homicide, 185 169 
Poisoning, 28 17 
Arson, 39 28 
Infanticide, Rape, and 
forcible attempts on 108 65 
chastiry, 
Aggravated wounding, 490 351 


That lesser ctimes increased in Belgium dur- 
ing these four last years, so far as it is true, | 
strengthens the argument to be drawn from these 
figures. R. RANTOUL, JR, 

Boston, Feb. 10, 1846. 


a a es ee 
A CRIMINAL REDEEMED, 
Rocuesrer, Feb. 5, 1846. 


To the Editors of the Prisoners Friend— 


Bro. Spear, I was much gratified to find the 
attention of the citizens of Boston called upon to | 
aid released criminals. I will give a letter of | 
my observation on the subject for the benefit of | 
those who are willing to try the experiment,— 
Some three years since I was returning home and | 
was overtaken by a brother man who had served | 
five years at Auburn, and was on his way to R. 
where his home used to be. I recognized him, 








‘ Bide your time—one false step taken, 
Perils all you yet have done : 
Undismayed—erect—unshak en—— 
Watch and wait—and all is won. 
’Tis not by a rash endeavor 
Men or States to greatness climb : 
Would you win your rights forever. 
Calm and thoughtful bide your time. 


rrr 


Point or Honon.—Col. Montgomery was shot 
in a duel about a dog; Captain Ramsay in one 
about a servant; Mr. Featherstone in one about a 
recruit; Sterne’s father in one about a goose, and 
another gentleman about ‘an acre of anchovies.’ 
One officer was challenged for merely asking his 
opponent to enjoy a second goblet, and another 
was compelled to fight about a pinch of, : 
General Barry was challenged by a Capt. Smith, 
for declining a glass of wine with him at a dinner 
ina steamboat, although the General had pléaded 
as an exeuse that wine invariably made his sto- 
mach sick at sea; and Lieutenant Crowther lost 


(for we were boys together).and held out the| his life ina duel, because he was refused admit- 
hand and discovered a tremor about his face ' tance toa club of pigeon shooters. 
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Prisoner’ 5 * fitiend. 


Boston, March 4, 1846. 
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‘I shall ask for the Abolition of the Penalty of Death 
until I have the infallibility of Human Judgment 
demonstrated to me.” LAFAYETTE. 
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BCPA Rachrs?. —Officers of State, Mattie 
or Wardens of Penitentiaries, Keepers of Jails, 
Superintendents of Insane Asylums, Police Mag- 
istrates, and others who may have documents 
relating to prison discipline, insanity, pauperism, 
&c., will confer a great favor on us by forward- 
ing copies of their respective publications. All 
such favors will be gratefully acknowledged and | 
cheerfully ‘reciprocated. | 

OP BLIP LIP LP LD LPIL IPD PP PLDI 
Editors’ Notice. 


Our object, so far/as it can be secured consis- 
tently with justice andthe good of society, is 
to do good to the criminal. 

Many sympathise with and aid those, who suf- 
fer from misfortune; while but few sympathise 
with and aid those, who suffer fiom crime,— 
While we condemn his errors and sins, we pity 
the criminal, and desire on Gospel principles to 
reform and to save him. It is upon this field of 
benevolent labor, which is almost unoccupied, 
that we até endeavoring to enter. And we wish 
to say particularly, that it is_ not a field of labor, 
which is sectarian. Our cause is not the cause 
of a party, but the cause of man. And we invite 
to our aid all persons of all denominations, who 
have a heart to feel and to labor for their fallen 
brethren. The Saviour came, not to call ‘the 
righteous but sinners to repentance.’ 

And in accordance with these views, we de- 
sire to add, that we do not desire our paper to be 
the vehicle of harshly expressed assertions even 
if they are true, of unkind insinuations even a- 
gainst those who differ from us in opinion, or of 
any portion of that spirit which claims ‘an eye 
for an eye, and a tooth for'a tooth.” Onthecon- 
trary, we earnestly desire, that the Prisoncr’s 
Friend miy be characterized by the spirit of the 
Savior, whe loved his enemies, and who requires 
us to ‘do good to them that pow us, and to’ pray 
Sor them that despitefully use us.’ 

And we desire to say respectfully and affec- 
tionately to, all our Correspondents, that they will 
please us much, and as we think, will benefit the 
cause much, bya strict adherence to our views 
in these particulars. EDITORS. 


16) ue) tM im ahi we) Boe fle 
State of Prisoners on Blackwell's Island. 


Somé friend has kindly forwarded us the New 
York Evening Express, which contains the fol- 
lowing chapter of melancholy facts in reference 
to the Prisoners on Blackwell’s Island. We 
could hardly have supposed such a state of things 
in any’ prison im our country. We really rejoice 
that publi ié attention is directed to these facts.— 
We sincerely hope the authorities of New York 

‘make a thorough examination of these great 
and terrible evils. It appears that in the Luna 


‘ Hottse 100 bad men were confined in one room, 


with no restraint. ‘The’ writer describes the 
prison to be almost in as bad a condition as any 
in the time of Howard. But we present his 
own words :—. 

‘The 2d and 3d stories are otcupicd as pri- 
sons, are 75 feet long 35 wide, and where the 
most miserable objects are ‘confined.’ ' There 
were nearly 200 men confined inthe two rooms 
the day the Grand Jury made; their visit, ‘and 
the keeper informed'the Jury that there were 
frequently 250 persons, confined in these two 
rooms, there being no place to put them in, and 
in pr eee ofthis state of things, i is al- 

most impossible to prevent them from quarreling 
and fighting.’ 1s it for revenge, or in order that 
they amend, that society confines these victims? 
But more...‘ The Keeper and Pliysician advised 
the Jury not to goin the building, on account of 
the vermin’ ‘The inmates were directed to be 
t out, and it is impossible to describe 
their miserable condition; a great many are idi- 
ots,and the remainder either lame or diseased, 
and covered with vermin.’ ‘Part of the Jury 
visited the interior of the building, and found 
there Were neither beds nor straw, nor wes there 


ee 
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'on the subject of Capital Punishment—a subject 
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even room on the floor forall these poor wretch- 
ed people to lie down at the same time.’ 

This evil exists, asI have before said; but in 
one of the buildings on Blackwell’s Island, I am 
happy to be able to conclude with the following 
words: ‘The Grand Inquest have visited the 
Alms House, and Prisons, &e., and were much 
pleased with the cleanly manner in which these 
establishments appeared to be kept.’ c. 

(We are glad to see that the Mayor has called 
the attention of the Common Council to this sub- 
ject, ina communication which he sent to the 
Board of Asssistant Aldermen on Monday eve- 
| ning, as follows : a 

‘From a consideration of these faets, it would 
seem that it is due both tothe intrinsic impor- 
tance of the subject itself and to the high source 
it has been communicated, that 
such prompt and decisive action should be taken 
by your honorable body, as to render unnecessary 
and unfounded any future complaints.’) 





nRARRAn nnn enn 
Capital Punishment in New York. 


Our friends in New York have lately had a 
very interesting meeting on Capital Punishment. 
Addresses were made by Messrs. Godwin, Bur- 
leigh and Chapin. 

The following correspondence with the Rey. 
Mr. Chapin, we find in the Tribune. 


LETTER TO REV. E. H. CHAPIN. 
New York, Feb. 11, 1846. 
Rey. E. H. Cuarin: Dear Sir—A very great 
desire has been manifested, in various ways, by 
our fellow-citizens, to hear an address from you 


which is now occupying so large a share of pub- 
lic attention. We should individually be pleas- 
ed to hear you, and in our own behalf, as 
well as that of a large portion of our fellow- 
citizens, we take this method of inviting you 
to address a public meeting at some convenient | 
time during your visit to ourcity. With great 
respect, we are your fellow-citizens. 

W. T. McCoun, Horace Greeley, 

Isaac T. Hopper, Marcus Spring, 

Freeman Hunt, D. Dudley Field. 





E. P. Hurlbut, John Bigelow, and others. 





Hon. Wn. T. Mc.Coun anv oTHERs: Gentle- | 
men—I have received a letter signed by you in- | 

viting me to deliver an address upon the subject | | 
of Capital Punishment, some time during, my | 
visit to your city. I thank you for the. request 
and for the flattering manner in which it has 
been conveyed to’ me, but I must decline your 
invitation, as I am not prepared to deliver such 
an address at present 

I shall be happy, however, in concert with 
other gentlemen, to make some remarks on the 
abolition of Capital Punishment, at such time as 
you may appoint. 

I am, gentlemen, very respectfully yours, 

E. H. CHAPIN. 
wweereerrrwsyverervrre—r—re— 

Tuomas Ritey.—This person, a youth of only 
seventeen years of age, has just been sent to 
the House of Correction in this city, there to 
remain fifteen months for the commission of 
several crimes.. Some weeks since he was tried 
for arson, a capital crime in this Commonwealth, 
but was acquitted. I have visited him in his 
cell at the Boston jail, and learned that his pa-| 
rents were very poor—that he was one of four- 
teen children, and that his father could not per- 
mit him to go to school, for his labor was need- 
ed to support the family at home. He can read 
a little, but he cannot write. His father used 
intoxicating liquors, and Thomas was drunk on 
the night he was seized by the police. 

In the morning of life this uneducated and in- 
temperate youth has been convicted of crime, 
imprisoned, and narrowly, escaped the gallows. 
Who will have a care for him when he is dis- 
charged? If he. is not provided for, he may 
become a hardened criminal, and die upon the 
scaffold, Much has community to do for this 
class of persons. .Let them be assisted, 

J. Ms. 


wenn 
Ii. B.. Norrurur, Esq., of Sandy Hill, Wash- 
ington County, has been lecturing at Glen’s 
Falls, Warren County, in abie advocacy of the 
abolition of Capital Punishment. The current 
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| calamity before reaching the office. 


| there not be one office in our State where he can 


Presentation of a gold médalto Gov. Briggs. | 
The Parent Washingtonian Society of this city, | 


held an interesting meeting in the Tremont 
Temple on Tuesday of last week. Dr. Walter 
Channing, R. K. Potter, Dr. Pierce, John F 
Coles, (editor of the New England Washingtou- 
ian,) and others addressed the meeting, Capt. 
Holbrook in behalf of the Society, presented 
Governor Briggs a gold medal, as a token of re- 
gard for his persevering labors in the Temper- 
ance cause. The Governor's reply was very 
appropriate, and showed that he was aware how 
much the Washingtonians were doing in -aid of 
the pocr drunkard. It was an interesting sight 
to see a Governor of a Commonwealth engaged 
in this holy cause with such men who a few years 
ago were supposed to be irrecoverably lost. God 
bless the Governor of the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts ! J. M. Ss. 








Cuerican Hancman.—A week or two since, 
in compliance with the request of the Rev. 
Thomas Driver, we stated that he, (Mr. Driver,) 
would be a hangman rather than have the law of 
God disobeyed. This article has drawn out 
one of the editors of the Olive Branch, the Rev. 
Stephen Lovell, and he now says should we be 
honored with the appointment of the office of 
hangman in legal form, our respect for the Word 
which says, ‘ Be subject to the powers that be,’ 
would certainly lead us to perform our duties 
faithfully. Then Jet friend Spear, and all others 
who deserve hanging, look out. 

We consider this subject of too serious acha- 
racter to be turned into a jest. A poor brother, 
and one of Mr. Lovell’s neighbors too, is now in 
the Boston jail, and may soon be executed.— 
Let us treat the subject with that seriousness | 
which its great importance demands. 
hardly believe that friend Lovell would be will- 
ing to hang Albert J. Tirrell, even though he 
might be appointed ‘in legal form,’ to do the 
work, J. M. 8, 

Fey Saree oe a or ae eee ee 

Fire! 
fore this have heard of the fire which took place 
in the room over our office. On leaving our 
dwelling, on Friday morning, we heard of the 
We found | 
of course every thing in great confusion, but | 
some friends had kindly secured our effects! 
Among them we feel peculiarly grateful to Mr. 
Clapp, the police officer, for securing our mail 
books. To us the loss would have been irrepar- 
able. 
interruption. We have been obliged to set up 
our inside in larger type than usual, for a friend 
conveyed the form from our office, but unfortun- 
ately it was thrown into pi, as we printers say, 





LONI NA NI ND OI 
An Office for Criminals. 


We stated last week our intention to procure | 
an office. We have long’seen its importance.— 
We design not only to have the paper printed 
there, but also to make it an intelligence office 
for criminals, where they can call on leaving 
prison, and where persons who wish to employ 
them can send word. Some friends have already 
aided us to carry out this benevolent object.— 
We have not yet seén any one who does not be- 
lieve the ‘object to be praiseworthy. 








The amount proposed to be raisedis $300,00 
“ «pledged and subseribed is 112,00 
188,00 


Of the above sum, we have received $12 
through P. Whitcomb, from the friends in Essex, 
Mass. We thank them sincerely for this favor. 

Our time with our printer closes in about four 
weeks. When that time expires, we hope by 
the blessing of heaven to have an office of our 
own, where the friends may call, and where we 
can carry forward our great cause with greater 
success, We appeal to the friends of the cause. 
Shall not the criminal have one Press? ‘Shall 


We can | 


Fine !!—We suppose our friends be- | 





| 
We hope to go on again without much I 


Medicated Vapor Baths. 


We take pleasure in recommending to the 
public the Medicated Vapor Bath establishment 
kept by Dr. Miles and H. B. May, 12 Franklin 
Street. We are satisfied of the great advantages 
attending their mode of treatment. We enjoyed 
the juxury of their Bath the other day. Dr. 
Miles understnds the subject of Medicated Va- 
por Bath, perhaps better than any man in the 
country. Not only has he given attention to 
this subject, but to the treatment of diseases 
generally. He has fitted up a house in good 
style and taste for the comfort of patients, not on- 
ly for gentlemen, but forladies. We recommend 
the sick everywhere to his care. It should be 
remembered that this is not only a bathing es- 
tablishment, but also a hospital for the sick.— 
There is one view, especially which we ought 
to take of this and all other bathing establish- 


crime. We believe that there is a closer con- 
nection between physical and moral purity than 
many are aware. Should we undertake to re- 
form a criminal, we would begin by enjoining 
physical purity. We long to bring the com- 
munity to see this great truth. When we see 
then such men as Dr. Miles and Dr. May sus- 
taining an establishment like that of which we 
have spoken, we can but rejoice, and askthe pub- 
lic to encourage them as they justly deserve. 
BAL LPAI LIIILFILIFIIFIFOVWIVITFOIWt 
A Conversion. 


Our attentive London correspondent writes us 
by the last Steamer that Mr. Carr, who wrot: 
a treatise in favor of the continuance of Capital 
Punishment, published in 1841, has recently de- 
| clared his conviction that now it ought to be 
| abolished, and he w ishes this to be made known. 
This is an encouraging fact. When shall we 
| have conversions of authors on this subject in 
| the United States? Who will be the first? Dr 
Cheever? 


— ree ss 
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ExHiIBITION AT THE WASHING- 
not when we have 


TEMPERANCE 
/rontaN Hatt.—We know 
seen amore moral exhibition than the ‘Temper- 


| ance plays produced this week in our city by 


Dr. Robinson. He has the happy faculty of pre- 


| senting the effect of intemperanee ina new form 


|tothe public. We wish him success in his 


laudable endeavors. 


rs an ~~ 


Qvotine Scrirture.—In a recent debate in Con- 
gress, Mr. Hodge said he regretted that his colleague 
was induced, in his great zeal to clear his skirts of 
any connection with the democracy, to repudiate 
one of the most consolatory texts of the Scripture— 


| that text which announced to the unfortunate that 


* While the lamp holds out to burn, 
The vilest sinner may return ! !’ 


[A voice—‘In what part of the Scripture do you 
find that ?’] 


PPAPLP LPP LOLI TI I 
A New Work. 

We intend to publish in a few days in a neat pam- 
phlet form the series of Essays which have appeared 
in the Prisoner’s Friend from the commencement of 
the present volume. The work will be entitled 

A Piea ror Discnarcep Convicts. 

As the community are now becoming very much 
interested in this subject, it is hoped that the friends 
of the criminal will send in their orders early. A 
limited number wili be printed; price 6 cents per 
copy, or four dollars per hundred. 





i i i i es 


1Employment Wanted.% 


Henry H. Buchanan has been in the Massachu- 
setts State Prison six years. He there worked at 
Brash Making, and would like now to work at that 
business. He is twenty-eight years of age, has 
never been married. He has signed the pledge.— 
Rum has caused him much trouble. He appears 
well, and would be glad to do any thing that is honest 
and useful. 


- , ‘ “ 


Tre Caszor Prums.—We mentioned week 





call on leaving his prison? Already have we 
accomplished something. Shall we have some 
means by which we can do more. 9. 8. 


—OW-“VTrrrerertvf Fu 





POPS 


Massacuusetts.—This State has now four 
capital offences :—Treason, Murder, Arson and 
Rape. 





before last the case of Plumb, who was cruelly 
beaten in the Auburn State Prison. We learn 
now that the Grand Jury at Cayuga County have 
found true bills of indictments against Hiram 
Rathburn, the principal keeper of the Prison, 
and Melancthon W. Cary, assistant keeper of 
said Prison, for manslaughter. 


ments, which is that they are a preventive of 
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PRISONER’ 


S FRIEND. 








Important Facis. 


Execution oF THE InNoeent.—Lord Nugent 
jn a celebrated speech in England, declared that 
the average of innocent persons who suffered 
was about one in every three years. 





Danie O’Connett.—This distinguished in- 
dividual is opposed to Capital Punishment. In 
a speech delivered in London, he declared that 
he knew of five innocent persons who were ex- 
ecuted. 


—_— 


Farner Marrasw.—This individual has de- 
clared after thirty years observation that he was 


satisfied of the inefficiency of the penalty of 


death. 





Rev. Mr. Rozerrs, oF Bristot, Encranp.— 
This clergyman says that he conversed with 167 
men who were sentenced to death, and all but 
three had witnessed public executions, 





Cope or tue Union.—lIn this code there are 
eleven capital offences. 


Suicipe.—Monsieur Urtis, in France, main- 
tained that suicide was justifiable. In the year 
1839, the suicides in that country amounted to 
1747: among them were two children of from 
eight to nine years of age. Eight hundred and 
sixteen hung themselves. 





Hancinc.—This mode of putting an end to 
life was scarcely known among the ancients. It 
seems to be a part of civilization, 





Bompay.—Sir James Mackintosh states that 
200,000 men were governed for years without 
Capital Punishment. The penalty has been for 
sometime abolished in that country. 





Sm Epwarpv Coxe.—This distinguished in- 
dividual once exclaimed, ‘What a lamentable 
thing it isto see so many Christian men and 
women strangled on that cursed tree of the gal- 
lows; insomuch that, if, in a large field, a man 
might see together all the Christians that in one 
year throughout England come to that untimely, 
ignominious death, if there were any spark of 
grace or charity in him, it would make his heart 
to bleed for pity and compassion.’ 





Proressor Upnam.—This distinguished pro- 
fessor of Hebrew in Bowdoin College, Me., says 
that the passage ‘ Whoso sheddeth man’s blood 
by man shall his blood be shed,’ should be ren- 
dered, ‘Whoso sheddeth man’s blood by man 
will his blood be shed,’ which makes it a_pro- 


phecy: 





Enerianp.—A society for the Diffusion of In- 
formation on the subject of Capital Punishment 
was formed in England in 1828. 





Russra.—Capital Punishment was abolished 
inthis vast empire more than a century ago by 
a woman. 





Bankers 1N Encranp.—One thousand Bank- 
ers in England, among whom was property to 
the amount of ten millions sterling, petitioned 
at one time for the abolition of the Punishment 
of Death for forgery. ‘The great reason was 
convictions could not be obtained on account of 
the severity of the penalty. 





Tuscany.—Dr. Baird stated some time since 
in Boston, that Capital Punishment had been 
restored in Tuscany on account of the increase 
oferime. This is a mistake. It was restored by 
Buonaparte merely to have a uniform law in all 
his dominions. 





Private Executions.—The law is now that 
executions shail be confined to the jail yards in 
eleven States of the Union. 





New Yorx.—There is now a society for the 
State and one for the city. A periodical has 
been commenced there, which makes the second 
one in America, devoted to the Abolition of 
Capital Punishment. 

Scorranp.—A monthly is now published there 
entitled, ‘A Magazine of Popular Information on 
Capital and Secondary Punishment.’ This is 
the only periodical in the old world expessly 
devoted to this subject, 








Wuose Likeness 1s ruis?—There are many 
who are afraid to know the truth, as much as the 
man in the following paragraph : 

It is related that Galleo, who invented the tel- 
escope with which he observed the satellites of 
Jupiter, invited a man who was opposed to him 
to look through it, that he might observe Jupi- 
ter’s moons. ‘T‘he man positively refused, say- 
ing, ‘If I should see them how could I maintain 
my opinions which I have advanced against your 
philosophy.’ 

It is a fact worth noticing that we very sel- 
dom can induce a person to take the Prisoner's 
Friend who is in favor of Capital Punishment. 
We have to depend for aid solely upon our 
friends—-upon those who believe we are in the 
right. This should not be so. They should 
examine our arguments first before they pro- 
nounce them unsound. They should not, like 
the man mentioned above, be afraid to look at 
our paper because they may be compelled to 
abandon their opinions. ‘ Prove all things,’ said 
a good man, J. M. S. 

LPL LPP LISI SSSI IIIS 


Messrs. Editors—The Fishermen of Rockport 
have decided in a Lyceum held in the outer 
Court of the Synagogue, that Capital Punishment 
is not just, by vote of seventy-six against forty- 
six. May God bless our common cause. 

Rockport, Feb. 23, 1846. E. G. M. 


A Request. 

Will Dr. Woodward of Worcester send us his An- 
nual Report and we will send him regularly the 
Prisoner’s Friend. 

Will Dr. Brigham send us his third annual Report 
of the New York State Lunatic Asylum at Utica, and 
we will forward him our paper. 





Notices to Correspondents. 


Prof. T. C. Urpuam, of Brunswick, Me.—We 
shall be glad to insert his first Essay on Capital 
Punishment next week. We thank him sincere- 
ly for his favors and especially for his kind sug- 
gestions in regard to the manner of carrying for- 
ward our common cause, 

Geo. E. Baxer.—We thank this friend for 
the second Report of the Prison Association of 
New York. We intend to give an extended 
notice next week. 

Dr. Cuannine.—Will this friend please re-write 
his communication, as it was unluckily lost in 
the late fire. It was put in type, but unfortun- 
ately it was broken downand copy lost. 


CAAA LJILfIFFFIOIOIOIO"S 


VARIETY, 


Franxuin’s Maxims.—The Great American 
philosopher and statesman, Benjamin Franklin, 
drew up the following list of moral virtues, to 
which he paid constant and earnest attention, 
and thereby made himself a better and happier 
man :— 

Eat not to fullness; drink not to elevation. 

Speak nothing but what may benefit others or 
yourself, avoid trifling conversation. 

Let all things have their own places, let each 
part of your business have its time. 

Resolve to perform whatever you ought; per- 
form, without fail, what you resolve. 

Make no expense, but do good to others and 
youtself; that is, waste nothing. 

Lose no time; be always employed in some- 
thing useful; cut off all unnecessary action. 


Fore1Gn Mrssions.—John Adams was at one | 


In New York alone, there are twice as many 
Sabbath Scholars as in all the Slave States. 


In Naples and elsewhere, railways are in pro- 
gress, but the Pope will not hear of them in his 
States. He thinks them an invention of the 
devil. 


America could support 930,000,000 of inhabi- 
tants, without being so densely populated as 
Europe now is. 


The railways in operation in France are very 
prosperous. ‘T'wo of the principal ones having 
excecded the receipts of last year by upwards of 
2,000,000 francs. 


It is proposed to establish railway communi- 
cation between England and France by means of 
a tunnel, in cast iron,to be sunk in the bottom 
of the sea. 


Dean Swift says—-‘It is with little-souled 
people as it is with narrow-necked bottles; the 
less they have in them, the more noise they 
make in pouring out.’ 


‘Where was your faith before [’ox’s time? 
said a pugnacious sectarian to an honest Qua- 
ker.’ ‘Where, I fear, thine never was, friend, in 
the Scriptures.’ 


‘How do you suppose,’ said a sexton’s wife 
to a market man, ‘that I can afford to buy 
ducks, when my husband has not burted a liv- 
ing soul for three months past ” 


A Yankee has invented a new drilling ma- 
chine. It is said it will not only drill iron, tin, 
rocks and wood, but it is also useful in drilling 
military companies. 


sion will cool; but avoid a malicious man forever, 
for malice never dies. 


Avoid an angry man for a while, for his pas-| 














Under Sentence of Death! 
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MARRIED: 


At Peacham, Vt. Walter Brock, Esq. of Barnet, to 
Mrs. Mary Prior, of Boston, 





DIED: 


In this city, 27thult., Mr. Quincy T. Whittemore, 
23. 

On Thursday, Feb. 26th, Mrs. Elizabeth H. wife o 
Washington L. Farrar, 21. 

At South Boston, 27th ult., of Scarlet Fever, Mary 
Ann Crane, youngest daughter of Thompson K. and 
Hannah P. Homer, 17 mos. 
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Titles of Jesus. 
By Cuartes Spear, 
Sixteenth edition, with rich Steel Engravings. Price > 1 
r}\HIS work has received high commendations both 
in this country and ia Europe. We subjoin afew 
notices from abroad. 
From the Enquirer, London. 

‘The author has brought together, with great dili- 
gence, all the Names and Titles which are applied.to 
Christ in the Scriptures, amounting altogether to 
eighty. Each of these he explains and illustrates 
practically, conveying much useful comment in a pop- 
ular style, accompanied by a great variety of valuable, 
moral and devotional,sentiment. We believe it is.as 
yet scarcely known at this side of the Atlantic, but it 
would probably, suit the wants of many, and be es- 
teemed a valuable addition to our valuable stock. of 
practical divinity. We have no hesitation in expres- 
sing our approbation of its prevailing opinions and 
tendency, and our hope that it will meet with a wel- 
come amongst us,” 

From the Bible Christian, Belfast, Ireland. 

‘We recommend this work to Christian families as 
a useful and interesting auxiliary to their devotional 
exercises, Werecommend it to congregational libra- 
ries, as a work that will seldom be allowed to rest 
upon the shelves, We recommend it to Sunday- 





———= | school teachers as one of the best manuals we know, 


for rational explanation, and for practical lessons ot 
piety and morality, And since it 3s one of the goodly 


fashions of the present day for all persons who would 
aspire to any degree of literary taste, to display lite- 


‘For he hath looked down from the height of his Ssanc- | rary ornaments on their drawing-room tables we tan 
tuary ; from heaven did the Lorn behold the earth, | . : 


to hear the groaning of the prisoner ; to loose those 


confidently recommend it for this purpose. too., In 
typography, paper, and binding, it is.beautifully, got 
It contains fine engravings by an eminent Ame- 
rican artist. And if visitors have occasionally to wait 
a few minutes for the appearance of the mistress 6f 
the house, we do not know how they could spend the 
time more pleasantly, than ip perusing a section of 
the ** Names and Titles of Jesus.”’ 
From the Christian Pioneer, Edinburgh, 

‘This is avery interesting work, devotional and 
practical in its character and design, No one can 
peruse the work without instruction and pleasure. 
Even in places in which an individual may see rea- 
sons to differ from the writer, he must still admire his 
power of moral discrimination, and fee! at one with 
his love and veneration of the character of Christ. 

This work is not in the trade, but it is published. and 
sold by the Author and bs agents, Geo, W. Briggs, 
403 Washington Street, and B. Marsh, 25 Cornhill. 


of Death. 





Essays on the Punishment 
By Crartes Spear. 

Twelfth Edition, with fine Engravings. Price 621-2ets 

f hom work is intended to present a concise and 

practical view of Capital punishment. In prepar- 
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Martin, for the murder of his} 


ing the work the author had access to many valuable 
foreign publications, scarcely known, in this country. 
The work contains sixteen Essays ; one chapter em- 
bodying O’CONNELUW’S speech on the subject, 

Also a view of all the capital offences in the Union ; 
a labor said by distinguished jurists never to dave 
been accomplished before. 

This work has passed through twelve editions.in 
about a year. 


ARKANSAS! 
sister-in-law ; time of execution unknown. 

Henry Moses, a slave, for the murder of Delilia | 
Fisher, a free mulatto woman ; to be hung onthe 27th | 
of March next. 

OHIO! Tuoatas, for the murder of Frederick Ed- | 
wards ; to be hung on the 6th of March next. | 


NEW YORK! Tiuwet, for the murder of John! 
Covert at Whitehall. Time of execution not known. 


v a | OPINIONS OF THE PRESS. 
KENTUCKY! Jonn W. Parker, of Scrub Glass, | 


‘Ifany man can read these Essays and not be con- 


for the murder of his wife. Time of execution not! _. enye —s 
known | vineed that legal killing has incited to four murders 
PENNSYLVANIA! Francis Basten, Tunk-, for every one it has prevented, he must, it seems to us, 





hannock, Wyoming Co. To be hung on Friday, March | be steeled against the force of evidence, and the fe r 

28th, 1845. Escaped from Prison. — ‘ of shedding innocent blood. We hope this book Wi 
James M’Carrerry, for the murder of David| be widely circulated, though the author, being p0or, 

Hassler. Time of execution, 8th of May. | publishes his book himself, atid goes about to sell it as 
NEW HAMPSHIRE! Anprew Howarp, for the| he can, which will retard its dissemination. ‘The 


time called upon by some one to contribute to | murder of Phebe Hanson, Sept 19th, 1843. Time of| facts here industriously colleeted—the recorded opin- 


foreign missions, when he abruptly answered: | 


‘[ have nothing to give for that purpose. There 
are here, in this vicinity, six ministers, not one 
of whom will preach in each other’s pulpit.— 
Now, I will contribute as much, and more than 
any one else, to civilize these, my countrymen.’ 


Major Noah has been held to bail, in the sum 
of $1000, for an alleged libel on James Gordon 
Bennett. One of the morning papers says that 
the damages are laid at $10,000. 


Forgeries tothe amount of 2500 have been 
committed at Utica, ‘The drafty were presented 
by a woman, who has been arrested. 


Mr. Shaw, Teller, or Assistant Cashier of the 
Wrentham Bank, Mass., has eloped to South 
America with a portion of the funds of the Bank. 


A daughter of Alderman Van Ness of Albany 
has been burned to death by spiliing camphene 
on her apron, which caught fire, 


The Magnetic Telegraph between Boston and 
New York is in a forward state. Between 
Springfield and Worcester the posts are up and 
the wires laid. From Boston to Worcester the 
posts are up and the wires will be laid this 
week, , 


| finedin the Tombs, N. Y. City. 


| 





execution, July 8th, 1846, | ions of Beccaria, Blackstone, Montesquieu, Franklin, 
CONNECTICUT! Anvrew P. Porrer, for the| Rush, Smollett, Lafayette, Channing, EdwaréLiv- 
murder of Lucius P. Osborn, last February. To be| ingston, O'Connell, &c.,—are alone worth double the 
hung July 3d, 1846. | cost of the volume. To the more general reader, this 
MARYLAND! Wa. Wueever,a slave for en-, work must be more interesting, than the freshest novel 
gaging inaninsurection ; time of execution unknown. | can be—so various and thrilling are its incidental] por- 
UNITED STATES! Base, the pirate. Nowcon | traitures of the human heart and life—of our criminal 
The time of execu-| laws, and their hardly more criminal victims,’—New 
tion is fixed by the President on the first Friday of June} York Tribune. 
1846. ‘The author seems to have com 
VERMONT! EvGene Currrorp, for the murder | subject; and to us his arguments, 
ofhis wife and child; time of execution not fixed, 
The law is now that there shall be fifteen months between the 


sentence and execution, and then the criminal is to be hung without | : 
an order from the Executive. | should be stricken from the statute books of every gov 


MAINE! Tomas THorn, for murder. Now| ernment whose laws are professedly based vpon the 
confined at hard labor inthe State Prison ; time ofex-| ethics of Christ..—Hunt’s Merchants Magazine, N, 
ecution not fixed. York. . , 

The law is that a criminal shall not be executed till one y , f< . . 

iminal shall no e year after Published and sold by the author, and by his agents, 


sentence, and not even then without an order from the Executive, ‘ x 
LOUISIANA! Pavtrwe, the slave ; time of exe- Bela Marsh, 25 Cornhill; and George W. Briggs, 403 


cution, March 28, 1846. Washington Street, where also subscriptions for the 
Samuet Kennepy, for the murder of Benjamin | Hangman will be received, and single numbers 


assed the whole 
sh gures, and fa¢ts, 
strengthen a conviction that our whole heart and judg- 
ment assent to, viz., that the punishment of death 








W. Wait, in New Orleans ; time of execution not ap- sold, 
pointed. 
IOWA! Wm. McCau ey, for the murder of Don 


Thoughts on the Death-Penalty. 

UST Published,—Thoughts on the Death-Penaity. 

J By Cuartes C. Burteicu. For sale by ‘Bela 
Marsh, No. 25 Corbhill.—Also, Essays on “the Pon. 
ishment of Death.* By Charles Spear. Price 62 ets., 
and Titles of Jesus by the same author. Price $1, 


Ferdmand Coffman, and infant daughter. 

Was to be executed on the 30th of May, 1845; but in conse- 
quence of some informality in sentencing him, the execution was 
postponed and the case is to be taken to the Supreme Court on a 
writ of error. 

7 Executions are now private in the following States; Maine, 
Massachusetts, Vermont, New Hampshire, Connecticut, Rhode Is- 


land, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Ohio and tf 
Virginia. 
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Poetry. 


HOW THE QUAKER OUTWITTED THE ROBBER. 


A traveller wended the wilds among, 
With a purse of gold and a silver tongue ; 
His hat it was broad,,afid all drab were his clothes, 
For he hated high colors—except en his nose ; 
And he met with a lady the story goes. 
Heigho ! yea thee and nay thee. 








The damsel she cast him a merry blink, 

And the traveller was nothing loth, I think ; 

Her merry black eye beamed her bonnet beneath, 

And the quaker he grinned, for he’d very good teeth. 

And he asked, ‘ Art thou going to ride on the heath?’ 
‘ Heigho! &c. 


‘I hope you'll protect me, kind sir,’ said the maid, 

* As to ride this heath over I am sadly afraid ; 

For robbers, they say, here in nnmbers abound, 

And I wouldn’t for anything I should be found, 

For--between you and we--I have five hundred pound.’ 
Heigho ! &c. 


‘If that is thine own, dear,’ the quaker said, 

‘I ne’er saw a_maiden I sooner would wed ; 

And I have another five hundred just now, 

In the padding that’s under my saddle bow, 

And Pll settle it all upon thee, I vow !’ 
Heigho! &c. 


The maiden she smiled, and the rein she drew, 
¢ Your offer I’ll take—though I’! not take you!’ 
A pistol she held at the quaker’s head— 
‘ Now give me your gold—or I'll give you my lead, 
Tis under. the saddle, I think you said.’ 
Heigho ! &c. 


The damsel she ripped up the saddle bow, 

Arid the quaker was ne’er a quaker till now ; 

And he saw by the fair one he wished for a bride 

His purse drawn away with a swaggering stride, 

And the eye that looked tender now only defied. 
Heigho! &c. 


The spirit doth move me friend Broadbrim,’ quoth she, 

‘To tike all this filthy temptation from thee, 

For thammon deceives—and beauty is fleeting ; 

Accept from thy maiden a right loving greeting, 

For much doth she profit by this quaker meeting.’ 
Heigho ! &c. 


* And hark ! jolly quaker, so rosy and sly, 

Have righteousness more than a lass in your eye, 

‘Dén’t ge again peeping girl’s honnets boneath, 

‘Remember the one you met on the heath, 

Her name’s Jimmy Barlow—I tel] to your teeth !’ 
‘ Heigho! &e. 


‘ Friend James,’ quoth the quaker,’ pray listen to me. 
‘For thou canst confer a great ?avor, d’ye see ! 
‘The gold thou hast taken is not mine, my friend, 
But my master’s—and truly on thee I depend 
To make it appear I my trust did defend,’ 

Heigho ! &e. 


*$6 fire & few shots through my clothes hereand there, 

To make it appear ’twasa desperate affair.’ 

So Jim he popped fitst through the skirts of his coat, 

Hae through his collar---quite close to his throat; 

“Now once through my broad brim,’ quoth Ephraim. ‘I 
vote,’ - _ Heigho ! &e. 


‘fy 
ve but a brace’ said beld Jim, ‘and they’re spent, 


‘ 


* And I won’t load again for a make believe rent,” 


“Then,” said Ephraim, producing his pistols, ‘ just give 
My five hundred pounds back—or as sure as you live, 
I’ll make of your body a tiddle or seive.’ 

: Heigho! &e, 


Jim Barlow was diddied—and though he was game, 
¢ siw Ephraim’s pistol so deadly in aim. 
Phat he gave up the gold, and he took to his scrapers, 
n when the whole etory got into the papers, 
They said thet the thieves were no match for the qua- 








kers. Heigho! yea thee and nay thee. 
re 
LANY. 
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MONET WELL EXPENDED. 


Capt. S.C. S., of Portland was one day pass- 
i thedugh one of the streets of, Boston, when 
he saw a pret sailor laying upon the side walk, 

vith his feet in at a position as to endanger 
his limbs if not his life. Capt. 8. pulled him out 
of the gutter, and aroused him, and by degrees 
got his hisory. . 

He was from a good family, who resided.in 
the eastern part of Maine, had been well edu- 
cated, and exhibited even now the wreck of a 
brilliant intellect and an amiable disposition. He 
had been sick, he said, had staid his time out in 
the Charlestown Hospital, and had that mornin 
been discharged without a cent, and in so feeble 
a state as to disqualify him to go to sea again at 


; i Then why don't you go home Y said Ca 
mL y you g 1 P- 

















PRISONER’S FRIEND. 








‘I cannot pay my passage; I have no money,’ 
answered the desponding sailor. 

‘ Have you found any body who would give 
you any breakfast?’ said the Captain, 

~*No;’ was the reply, ‘but L found a man 
who gave me something to drink, and as I was 
very weak and hungry, the liquor overcame me ; 
but I am not so much intoxicated as I seem to 
be, I have my senses perfeetly well.’ 

‘How much will take you home,’ inquired the 
Captain. 

‘ There is,’ said the tar, ‘a vessel lying at the 
wharf, which will take me within two miles of 
my home for one dollar, and I would go, if 4 
only had the money.’ 

‘Now, shipmate, continued Captain S., ‘give 
us your hand. Look me straight in the eye.— 
Now promise me, upon the honor of a sailor, 
that you will never drink any more of that poison 
stuff, and I'll give you some breakfast and pay 
your passage home.’ 

The sailor clasped his emaciated fingers a- 
round the rough hand of the Captain, and pro- 
nounced the pledge. Captain S. handed him a 
bill, and saw him safe in the nearest public 
house, and went on his way. 

Some three years after, as Captain S. was 
passing through Exchange street, in Portland, 
some one behind him called out— 

‘Cap'n: Lsay Cap’n: Hallo, Cap'n.’ 

Capt. S. turned round and a well dressed stran- 
ger grasped him heartily by the hand, and in- 
quired if he knewhim. He confessed he did not 
recollect ever to have met him before. The 
stranger, after several ineffectual. attempts to re- 
fresh his memory, finally, brought to his recol- 
lection the scene narrated above, and confessed 
that he was the sailor to whom he had thus 
acted the part of the Samaritan, and insisted on 
restoring him four-fold for the money which had 
been bestowed on that occasion. All renumera- 
tion was refused, and the young man was ex- 


| horted to go and do likewise. 


‘I will with all my heart,’ said he, as the tears 
gathered in his eyes: ‘but I owe you a debt 1 
can never discharge. I have never broken my 
pledge, and by the help of God I never will. I 
went home after you left me, and by the en- 
treaty of my friends, I commenced trading, and 
am now here to purchase goods. I have been 
prospered in business, and have been lately 
united to the woman of my choice. You saved 
my soul and body, for I trust I have lately been 
made acquainted with the blessed Savior of sin- 
ners. Oif my poor old father could get hold of 
your hand, he would almost wring it from your 
body for gratitude.’ The generous heart of the 
Captain was melted, for he lived the Savior 
too. The flood-gates of his soul were opened, 
and they wept together like two children, shook 
hands again, exchanged a hearty ‘ God bless you,’ 
and parted.— Morning Star. 





LETTERS FROM NEW YORK. 


BY LYDIA MARIA CHILD. 


The New York Prison Association—The Young 
Englishman—The Hope Cottage School—The 
Good Youth aud the poor Children. 


A series of interesting and instructive letters 
from New York are now in course of publica- 
tion in the Boston Courier, written by Mrs. 
Child. We always read her letters swith great 
pleasure and profit. We present below some 
extracts from one which will dseply interest our 
humane readers: Why should we not have a 
Prison Association in Boston, like the one in 


New York? 


I cheer my heart with manifestations of man’s 
capacity forrenovation. ‘The Prison Association, 
which I have mentioned in previous letters, 
more than realizes the hopes of believers in the 
law of kindness. Nine out of ten of the re- 
leased inmates of Sing Sing, who have been as- 
sisted by the association, are doing extremely 
well, and evince a very grateful disposition. It 
is a painful fact, that momentary recklessness is 
often punished as severely as deliberate crime. 


A young Englishman left his native land, where a 
pampered church and nobility drive out honest work- 
ing-men from a soil they gained by conquest, and 
still keep by the law of force. He came to this coun- 
uy fer employment, and found every corner crowd- 

. He was honest and industrious, but very timid, 
and easily depressed. When his money was gone, 
and he could obtain no work—in an evil hour of dis- 
tress and discouragement, he was tempted to hire a 
wagon with the view of selling it, and pocketing 
the proceeds. He drove on desperately, far away 
from the city; but he was unused to knavish tricks, 
and conscience would not allow him to offer the 
horse and wagon for sale. Still he could not muster 
sufficient courage to go back and avow his fault.— 
Natural timidity, and experience of man’s harsh- 
ness made him dread the task. He was soon sought 
for, and arrested. He was advised to plead not 
guilty, and was told that an acute lawyer could 
bring him safely out of the difficulty. But he an- 
swered, humbly and sorrowfully f did mean to 
sell the hotse atid wagon ; and-why should I add to 








my fault by telling a lie?’ Notwithstanding his 
modest deportment, the uncommonly honest ex- 
pression of his young face, and the upright nature 
implied by this declaration, he was sentenced to 
three years at Sing Sing. He served his time out, 
with the utmost humility and propriety; and when 
he was released, came to the Prison Association for 
advice and assistance. He gave every indication 
of a sincere determination to be a useful and honor- 
able man. They furnished him with clothing, and 
paid his board, until suitable employment could be 
obtained for him. Not long after, he receivec a 
legacy of four hundred dollars, from a deceased re- 
lative in England. He immediately went to the 
office of the Association, repaid all the money that 
had been Joaned him, and added a donation of twenty 
dollars. Was this a nature to be trampled under 
the feet of constables and police officers? Who was 
most to blame, society or the young disheartened 
stranger ? 

But let us trust in God, and take courage.— 
Men are begnning to feel and perceive that hu- 
man souls are worth more than property. 

At the extremity of a dark court, close to one 
of the most crowded thoroughfares of the city, I 
often see a bright little sign, ‘Hope Cottage 
School.’ Whence came the idea of such a name, 
in such a place, 1 know not. But I thank the 
dear Father of us all, that sunshine, music, and 
hope, find their way into the darkest corners.— 
And now I will tell you ‘a merry story,’ as Jere- 
my Taylor says. Not far from here is a public 
school for poor children; and near by is a toy 
shop. A little boy, handsomely dressed, goes 
in there, and buys his pockets full of marbles. 
He watches till school is dismissed, then flings 
his marbles into the street, andruns. His bright 
face peeps round a corner, to see the poor chil- 
dren pick them up; but they never know who 
is their benefactor. | know not how he has 
worked it out, in his little brain, that all the 
playthings of this world ought not to be monop- 
olized by those who have money in their pock- 
ets; neither do 1 know who he is. The wo- 
man, who tends the toy shop, says he often re- 
peats this pretty little experiment, and seems to 
take great delight in it. If the world does not 
spoil him before he is a man, and if his head is 
as clear as his heart is warm, he will probably 
be an earnest re-builder of the social system.— 
If he dies, meanwhile, he will deserve the 
Shakspearean epitaph, that I once read on a 
child’s tomb-stone in Plymouth grave-yard . ‘God 
knows what a man he might have made; we 
know he died a most rare boy.’ 
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THE BARE-FOOTED PRINTER. 


Some look with contempt upon the poor boy 
who has none to aid him; but in a few years 
he who is now despised because of his poverty 
and obscure parentage, may be one of the great 
men of his day. Franklin was at one time seen 
in the streets of Philadelphia, with a roll of 
bread in one hand, and his little all in the other; 
but he afterwards framed laws for his native 
country, shone in foreign courts, and commanded 
the forked lightning from the clouds of heaven. 
We have been led to these thoughts by the fol- 
lowing which we cut from the Pittsburgh Morn- 
ing Ariel: 

‘Some thirty years ago, a bare-footed boy 
floated down the Susquehanna river, on a humble 
raft. and arrived at Harrisburg, Penn. He came 
from the north, and belonged to a large family, 
with all his worldly goods tied in a little pocket 
handkerchief, he sought and obtained employ- 
ment in a printing-office as an apprentice.— 
From an apprentice to a journeyman, from a 
journeyman to a reporter, then editor; the bare- 
footed printer boy worked his way against ob- 
stacles which the struggling poor only know.— 
The persevering follower in Franklin’s footsteps 
began to realize the fruits of his patient toil and 
privation. ‘The young aspirant became printer 
to the State, and by frugal management was soon 
enabled to accomplish the object dearest to his 
heart—the establishment of his mother in a 
home above want—in possession of every com- 
fort she could desire. His brothers next were 
his care, and like Napoleon, he had a strong arm 
with which to aid him—an indomitable perse- 
verance that nothing could long successfully ob- 
struct. Ina few years, they too, with his sis- 
ters, were independent of the world—the once 
bare-footed printer boy was in possession of af- 
fluence, surrounded by a young and affectionate 
family. 

‘He did not stop here. He was the friend of 
the friendless, the patron of merit, the encour- 
ager of industry. He rose in honor and office, 
until the bare-footed boy who entered a printing 
office in Harrisburg, hungry and weary, laid down 
his little bundle on a pile of wet paper, and 
asked to become a printer’s apprentice, was elec- 
ted Senator in Congress. That man is Simon 
Cameron, of Pennsylvania.’ 


ee ee ee ee 


He is a wise man who learns from every one } 
he is powerful who governs his passions ; and he 
is rich who is content. 





For the Prisoner’s Friend. 
MIDNIGHT. 


BY G. Vv. MAXHAM. 


No sound is here, no sound is there— 
Majestic reigna deep solitude, 

Above, below, and every where, 

As in some green old sylvan wood, 
Where beating pulse, and tinkling rill, 
Their solemn anthem never trill-- 
Where human feet hath never trod 

Its vest of green and purple sod. 


The golden stars wax bright and trim, 

As summer dew on flow’rets brim ;— 
Sweet stars that fade at come of morn 
Like buds on earth’s green bosom born :-— 
Buds that turn to fun’ral flowers 

In autumn’s wild and gusty hours ; 

While yon moon to earth’s purple clod, 
Doth seem the shining home of God. 


Each rock and wave, at this dim hour, 
Doth seem like some spirits bower ; 
While on the checkered strand of life, 
Breaks no strong surge of iron strife : 
Its colored brim, of green and gold, 

In silence resteth manifold ! 

Wherein each human heart doth sleep 
A sleep unbroken grand and deep. 


Oh! I am in the land of dreams, 

Of quiet thought and gentle themes, 
Sweet things that float upon my brain 
In forms of joy and not of pain— 
While e’en in nature’s star-lit hall, 
The purple shades of midnight fall :— 
Spectral things that fall in sad glee, 
E’en as leaves from yon linden tree. 


Oh, God! at such an hour as this, 

My sinful soul doth pant for thee 

As time for wide eternity.— 

My heart, ’tis strung with chords of bliss , 
That echo to the spirits voice, 

Sweeter than childhood’s laugh in dreams, 
Or tinkling hum of silver streams :-— 

Good angels bid my soul rejoice. 


Randolph, Vermont. 
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POWER OF KINDNESS, 


We have never read a more beautiful in- 
stance of the power of love than is contained in 
the following account of a maniac. It appears 
the more interesting to us on account of having 
seen him in visiting the State Prison in Conn.— 
He had then been confined six years, and he 
was then in a raving condition. He isa Portu- 
guese, and of course his language was not un- 
derstood. Capt. Johnson certainly deserves 
great credit for his efforts to restore this unhap- 
py man to asound mind. 


Capt. Johnson (the Superintendent of the pri- 
son,) saw that Rabello was not a responsible be- 
ing, and yet that he wasa man, and worthy o! 
his sympathy and of his efforts to restore him to 
health and consciousness. He endeavored to 
soothe him, and invited him in tones of kind- 
ness to leave his cell; but the maniac trembled 
with fear, and shrunk back into the corner of his 
dismal dungeon. The invitation was repeated, 
and the maniac grew excited, and raved and 
foamed at the mouth with rage and terror.— 
Capt. Johnson then tried another plan. He 
spread a table with all that was inviting to the 
eye and taste, and when all was ready, he took a 
seat by it, threw open the door of the maniac’s 
cell, inviting him to come out and dine with 
him. Rabello gazed wildly, but silently on the 
well spread board, and on the Warden. The in- 
vitation was repeated, and the prisoner at length 
cautiously advanced, took his seat, commenced 
his meal, and after it was finished he returned 
quietly to his cell, but an altered man! He 
has contiued to improve by this sort of treat- 
ment, and although his eye is yet wild, he is 
comparatively a sane man! The kindness of the 
Warden broke the spell which enchained his 
senses, and he is now quiet, obedient and ration- 
al! He has been allowed all necessary liberty 
for the full recovery of his health and he does 
not abuse it—and when the Warden suggests to 
him that it is time to return to his cell he readily 
goesinto it. Whata triumph this is for the 
new Warden!- In what a contrast does it place 
him towards the old one. 


FAAS 





A woman lately carried her boy to be chris 
tened, telling the minister his name was Acts— 
being asked the reason for so odd a name, sh¢ 
said her husband and herself were religious folks, 
that having named four other boys for the evar 
gelists, they intended to continue with the 





| Apostles, 
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